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So he got up and went to his father. But while 
he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was fi lled with compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him. - Luke 15:20

The two young men had worked for many years 
in their family business. One day one of the sons 
decided he wanted to venture out on his own. He 
had been under the employment of his dad’s busi-
ness long enough. He felt he had learned all he 
needed to know. He wanted his independence. He 
wanted to take his stock options early, which would 
allow enough capital to begin on his own. The 
other son remained behind, working day in and 
day out, faithfully doing his job.

The fi rst son went out on his own only to fi nd it 
was more diffi cult than he had ever imagined. The 
immediate cash gained from the advance from 
his dad’s business was a temptation that was too 
great for him. He spent all of the money, fell into 
sin, and failed to invest it in another business. 
He failed miserably. Finally, he came crawling 
back to his dad, seeking to be taken back as a 

mere laborer. The father took him back with open 
arms, fully restoring him to his original place. He 
experienced grace and love in a way he had never 
known before.

When we desire independence so much that we 
launch out without God’s full blessing, we can 
expect to fall on our face. When pride enters 
our lives, it discourages us from dependence on 
anyone but ourselves; yet God says that we are 
to depend on Him alone. If we think we can go 
it alone, we will fail. On the other hand, in spite 
of the prodigal son’s failure, he learned a great 
lesson of grace that he had not known before. 
This resulted in humility of the heart, which had a 
lasting impression for the rest of his life. 
Therefore, God even turns our failures into 
successes spiritually when we are willing to admit 
our failure.

Pride always goes before a fall. Check your heart 
today and ask God if there is any pride that is 
encouraging independence from total trust 
in God.

Independence That Leads to Sin
by Os Hillman

I can do everything through Him who gives me strength. - Philippians 4:13
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