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Has God ever spoken directly to you in such a 
way that you knew that it was actually His voice 
speaking to you specifi cally? I don’t mean just an 
appropriate verse of Scripture, or a circumstance 
that seemed probable that it was God. I am talk-
ing about a situation that you know that you know 
it was the God of the universe speaking directly 
to you.

In the book Experiencing God, authors Henry 
Blackaby and Claude King say that one of seven 
important steps to experiencing God in every-
day life is how God speaks to us. “God speaks 
by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, cir-
cumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, His 
purposes, and His ways.” [Henry Blackaby and 
Claude King, Experiencing God (Nashville, Ten-
nessee: LifeWay Press, 1990), 225]

You can examine the life of every major character 
in the Bible and see this principle expressed in the 
way God worked in each of their lives.

One of the ways God speaks is through others. 
God often used others to speak to individuals, 
especially in the Old Testament when God often 
spoke through the prophets. This is still one of the 
ways He speaks today.

Several years ago I was in a church on the west 
coast that I had never been in before. I was in the 
midst of a tremendous trial. Three people prayed 
for me, and as they did, they began to describe a 
picture that was refl ective of my life since I was 
a young Christian. It was a very accurate picture 
of my life. About a year later a man from Virgin-
ia prayed with me in my offi ce. After our prayer 
time, he began to describe what he had just seen 
as a picture of my life. It was the same picture that 
had been described a year earlier. A year after that 
I was on a trip overseas and a man from England 
whom I had never met before came to me. He and 
I had a time of prayer together, and at the end of 
our prayer time he described a picture he had just 
seen in his mind while we were praying. Again, 
it was the same type of picture as the two previ-
ous encounters. Only this time, one element was 
added that was important for me to know related 
to what God was doing in my life at that time. 
When God chooses to speak into our lives through 
others, it can be an incredible blessing. He speaks 
in many ways. This is just one of them.

God desires to encourage us by speaking to us. He 
does this in many ways. The next time someone 
speaks into your life, prayerfully consider wheth-
er God is using that person to convey something 
important He wants you to know.

When God Speaks
by Os Hillman

“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” - Judges 6:12

“Excerpted with permission from the book TGIF Today God Is First by Os Hillman. Copyright 2000. Reprinted by permission. For free daily email 
subscription to TGIF Today God Is First, visit www.TodayGodIsFirst.com or www.MarketplaceLeaders.org”
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